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The Fundación Grupo Puntacana 
seeks to maintain the pioneering 

vision that characterizes Grupo 
Puntacana since their beginning, 
through the active development 
of environmental programs and 

in favor of the communities in the 
area where they operate.

@FundaciónGPC



Fundación Grupo Puntacana inaugurated the first 
Marine Innovation Center (MIC) in the country, 
with the purpose of creating innovative conservation, 
research and develop restoration projects, which 
will become a benchmark for the Caribbean region; 
as well as sharing knowledge about best practices, 
training and education, and scientific publications.

Coral reefs are valuable marine ecosystems, 
providing benefits to the whole community. They 
are a source of protein and potential medicines, 
protect our coastline from storms, produce white 
sand attracting many tourists, housing abundant 
biodiversity, these services, among others, create a 
wide variety of income opportunities to local people. 
Punta Cana´s coral reefs, with only 11.2 kilometers 
of coastline, contribute to the Dominican Republic´s 
economy with USD 514,377,423.00 annually.

Since 2004, Fundación Grupo Puntacana 
has been implementing sustainable practices 
and environmental ly fr iendly strateg ies 
to promote tourism while protecting and 
restoring the Punta Cana´s natural resources.

Science and Education

Fundación Grupo Puntacana conducts many 
outreach activities, by visiting schools, having 
students visiting the foundation, building capacity 
among the community, with trainings to the coral 
reef end users, particularly to fishermen, and 
providing alternative income tools to their families.

To provide best restoration practices and ensure 
positive results on the Foundation interventions with 
our natural resources, continuous applied research 
is performed, to keep improving methodologies and 
techniques. Likewise, they conduct both field and 
lab research to improve restoration approaches, 
and counts with qualified personnel at the Marine 
Innovation Center (MIC), a team of marine biologists 
with professional backgrounds to address all these 
coral reef challenges.

Enhancing Community Resilience through 
an Ecosystem-Based Adaptation Approach 

Fundación Grupo Puntacana’s coral restoration 
project addresses Punta Cana’s vulnerability to 
climate change by rehabilitating its impacted coral 
reefs with an Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) 
approach. 

The Project aims to reduce climate risks and build 
social and ecological climate resilience mainly for 
the Punta Cana region, and ultimately to other 
communities across the Dominican Republic and 
Caribbean regions. This model implies transplanting 
corals from different species onto the reef to preserve 
its biodiversity and recover ecosystem services.

Why are corals important?

Coral Gardening

Coral Restoration is a strategy to bring back corals 
onto impacted reefs, in an attempt to reconstruct 
a damaged coral reef, ensure continuity of the 
structure and biodiversity they provide, and work 
for its preservation for the future generations.

These are some of the tools Fundación Grupo 
Puntacana applies to restore coral reefs:

Asexual Propagation through micro-
fragmentation: A mother colony is cut into small 
pieces, from these fragments new colonies will 
grow. Before being out-planted back to the reef they 
stay with special care at coral farms, an intermediate 
phase to enhance growth. These farms are either 
Underwater Coral Nurseries or Land-based Coral 
Nurseries.

Sexual Propagation: Involves sexual reproduction 
of corals by collecting, fertilizing gametes (sexual 
cells, eggs and sperm) and settling coral larvae. 
Once either coral fragments or “baby corals” reach 
a certain size, the corals are out-planted back to 
the reef.




